
April  2009  

Next MVSNA Meeting  
 

Tuesday, April 21st, 7:30 pm  
The K at City Vista  
499 K Street NW  

 

K Street NW between 4th & 5th 
In the 12th floor Community Room  

 

Agenda  
 

�x�� Public Safety Report - 1st & 3rd District 
Police invited 

�x�� Election of new board member John 
Thompson 

�x�� K Street Streetcar Discussion 
�x�� Reports & Announcements 

www.mvsna.org  
 

Community Calendar  

 
Apr 21 - MVSNA Mtg, the K CityVista, 499 K St NW, 7:30pm  
Apr 28 - CCCA, Kennedy Rec., 1401 7th Street NW, 7pm  
May 2 - MVSNA Spring Clean up, meet at 4th & M, 8am  
May 6 - ANC 6C Planning & Zoning, NPR, 635 Mass. Ave NW, 7pm 
May 6 - ANC 2C Mtg., Kennedy Rec., 1401 7th Street NW, 6:30pm 
May 13 - ANC 6C Mtg. Heritage Foundation 214 Mass Ave NE, 7pm 
May 14 - PSA 308 Mtg., Kennedy Rec., 1401 7th Street NW, 6:30pm 
May 12 - DNA/PSA 101, Calvary Church, 8th & H Sts. NW, 7pm 
May 19  - MVSNA Meeting, Location TBD, 7:30pm  
May 26 - CCCA, Kennedy Rec., 1401 7th Street NW, 7pm  
 

Keep up to date with community news & events! 
 

Contribute to the public MVSNA community blog: lifein.mvsna.org     
Visit www.anc6c.org   & MVTriangle.blogspot.com  
Join the MVSNA yahoo listserve: groups.yahoo.com/group/mvsna/  

Message From the President  
Finally!  As I wrote today, it's 70 degrees and spring has truly arrived.  Mount Vernon Square is looking great and we can make it look 
even better.  If you have not passed by the park and 2nd Street and Massachusetts Avenue NW lately, take a look.  Due to the neighbor-
hood association's sparking interest in this park, this long-time abandoned park is now coming back to life thanks to the Mount Vernon 
Triangle Community Improvement District, the DC Department of Parks and Recreation, and Casey Trees.  Approximately 70 volunteers 
participated on a Friday morning, coming from various organizations, including neighboring AIPAC, as well as neighborhood residents.  
The volunteers planted 34 trees.  This is just the beginning.  Soon, we expect to see the outdoor furniture from the old convention cen-
ter site, including streetlights, benches, and plantings, relocated to the park as the CityCenterDC project moves toward breaking ground. 
 

Our thanks also go to DPR for prompting fixing several streetlights in New York Avenue Park (1st and N Streets) and cleaning up trash 
and leaves in response to a request from MVSNA.  The 1200 Block of 4th Street NW is also coming along.  Due to MVSNA's discussions 
with the Third Street Church of God, two of the vacant houses were sold and they are now being restored.  What a difference.  Watch 
for work on the "Hoagie House" to begin soon! 
 

What's next on the agenda?  It is time to focus our attention on revitalizing the abandoned park on the 600 Block of N Street NW.  Let 
me numerically summarize its history.  1 block from the convention center. 2 murders in the last 3 years.  3 community meetings (at 
least) to determine its future that went nowhere.  4 broken lights that were finally fixed after 5 years of being broken (the only progress 
made on the park in a very long time).  Decades of abandonment, crime, public drinking, and drugs.  When I inspected the park this week, 
I found a lawn and leaf-sized trash bags attached to the chain link fence filled to the brim with single beer empties.  The fenced in area by 
the metro vent is filled with trash.  One of the street lights is tilting as if it might fall over.  We have repeatedly brought this park to the 
attention of our Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2C, Councilmember Jack Evans, and DPR.  It's time for the broader community to 
demand action.  Tell them you want DPR to prepare and present design plans for a new park to the community in 2009 and that we ex-
pect the city to break ground by 2010. 
 

MVSNA is also on a mission to unravel of whodunit of the vacant lot at 4th and L Streets NW.  Most residents believed that this lot was 
owned by the DC government, given its recent use for trailers to provide temporary homeless housing, for food distribution by 
McKenna's wagon, and, currently, as a trash transfer station.  In digging through property records, MVSNA learned that the lots were 
among property transferred to Bible Way Church in 2005.  Though worth millions, Bible Way paid just $1 for the lots.  Apparently, the 
transfer was authorized by the DC Council way back in 1996 pursuant to "an approved development plan."  We are in pursuit of that 
plan, which dictates how the property may be developed and restricts any other use or transfer of it. Hopefully, that 
eyesore can be either developed into housing or turned into a park or community garden. 
 

Finally, I hope you will join us for our spring clean up on Saturday May 2nd at 8am.  Happy spring! 




